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% 



Dear Sir: ^ 

% 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereo^directed 



to the references listed on the attached PTO-SB/08A. One copy of each reference is attachec%It is 
respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this 
application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the "References 
Cited" on any patent issued therefrom. 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 





Patent Number 


1. 


3,829,141 


2. 


3,861,728 


3. 


4,111,478 


4. 


4,130,312 


5. 


4,167,282 


6. 


4,225,167 


7. 


4,350,221 


8. 


4,422,680 


9. 


4,597,601 


10. 


4,652,032 



Inventor 


Issue 


Date 


Igwe 


08-13- 


•1974 


Pompei et al. 


01-21- 


■1975 


Pompei etal. 


09-05- 


•1978 


Cooper, Sr. 


12-19- 


•1978 


Matsuyama 


09-11- 


•1979 


Buettner et al. 


09-30- 


•1980 


Ishima 


09-21- 


•1982 


Goupy 


12-27- 


■1983 


Manning 


07-01- 


•1986 


Smith 
1 


03-24- 


■1987 



Banner & Witcoff, Ltd. 
Ten South Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone (312) 715-1000 



11. 

12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 



4,951,986 
5,498,045 
5,788,297 
5,997,057 
6,000,738 
6,042,163 
6,217,089 



Hanafusa et al. 
Morgan et al, 
Sugawara et al. 
Gasko et al. 
Stewart et al. 
Reifler 
Goto et al. 



08-04-1998 



08-28-1990 
03-12-1996 



12-07-1999 
12-14-1999 

03- 28-2000 

04- 17-2001 



The present Disclosure Statement is being submitted in compliance with 37 C.F.R. 1.56 as an 
Examiner might consider the cited documents important in deciding whether to allow the application 
to issue as a patent, but the citation of such documents is not to be construed as an admission that 
such documents are necessarily relevant or prior art. No representation is intended that the cited 
documents represent the results of a complete search, and it is anticipated that the Examiner in the 
normal course of examination, will make an independent search and will determine the best prior art 
and in the course of such search, will review for relevance the documents cited on the attached form 
even if not initialed. 

The accompanying Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of 
the U.S. filing date or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. No certification 
or fee is required. 

Early and favorable consideration is earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted. 




Banner & Witcoff, Ltd. 



Dated: February 1 1 , 2002 



By: 



Robert H. Resis 
Reg. No. 32,168 
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Banner & Witcoff, Ltd. 
Ten South W acker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone (312) 715-1000 
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Under the Papervwik Reduction Act of 1995. no person 



fe for form 1449A/PTO 



PTO/SB/08A (08-00) , 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031"H 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
are requifed to respond to a collection of intbrm^^ 
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Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 
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Cited Document 
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Pages. Columns, Lines, Where Relevant 
PassaQOS or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


^ Kind Code^ 
Number 

(if known) 






3,829.141 




Igwe 


08-13-1974 








3.861.728 




Pompel et al. 


01-21-1975 








4.111.478 




Pompei et al. 


09-05-1978 








4.130,312 




Cooper, Sr. 


12-19-1978 








4,167,282 




Matsuyama 


09-11-1979 


— \ 






4.225,167 




Buettner et at. 


09-30-1980 


V^T^ 






4.350,221 




Ishima 


09-21-1982 








4.422,680 




Goupy 


12-27-1983 


% ^ 






4,597,601 




Manning 


07-01-1986 









4,652,032 




Smith 


03-24-1987 








4.951,986 




Hanafusa et al. 


08-28-1990 








5,498,045 




Morgan et al. 


03-12-1996 


^ 






5.788.297 




Sugawara et al. 


08-04-1998 








5.997,057 




Gasko et al. 
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^EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

^ Unique citation designation number. ^ See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WlPO Standard ST.3). For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. ^ Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ^ Applicant is 
to place a check mark hee if Englisli language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO; Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 




